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Maria Grazia Magro, PhD 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


 
 
Overview  
Dr. Magro has a background in molecular cell biology and more than ten years of experience 
between research and science management at top-level international research institutions. 
Between 2014 and 2019 Dr. Magro gradually took responsibility for activities in the area of Strategy 
Development and Analysis at the European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL), Europe’s 
intergovernmental research organisation – with over 1800 staff across six sites in five countries – 
and a world-renowned centre of excellence for life science research and services. As Strategy and 
Analysis Manager, Dr. Magro supported and advised EMBL’s top management in a variety of 
strategic and operational activities, including strategic planning and communication, performance 
monitoring, reporting, analysing science policy, and representing EMBL externally. She joined 
Human Technopole in February 2019, as Head of Strategy and Scientific Affairs, where she 
manages activities in the areas of scientific strategy, institutional policy, and scientific management 
and administration. 
 
 
Career history 
Head of Strategy and Scientific Affairs, Human Technopole (Milan, Italy) 
February 2019 – present 
 
Strategy & Analysis Manager, European Molecular Biology Laboratory (Heidelberg, Germany) 
July 2016 – January 2019 
 
Strategy & Analysis Officer, European Molecular Biology Laboratory (Heidelberg, Germany) 
November 2014 – June 2016 
 
Postdoctoral research fellow, Paul Langerhans Institute Dresden (Dresden, Germany) 
July 2012 – October 2014 
 
Doctoral research fellow, Max Planck Institute of Molecular Cell Biology and Genetics & Paul 
Langerhans Institute Dresden (Dresden, Germany) 
November 2007 – June 2012 
 
Graduate research fellow, Department of Cellular and Molecular Pathology, “Federico II” 
University of Naples (Naples, Italy) 
December 2006 – October 2007 
 
Research trainee, “Ceinge - Biotecnologie Avanzate” (Naples, Italy) 
April 2005 – November 2006 
 
 
Academic qualifications 
Ph.D. in Cell Biology (Magna cum Laude), June 2012 
International Max Planck Research School for Biomedicine and Bioengineering & TU Dresden 
(Dresden, Germany) 
 
Degree in Biological Sciences, Biomolecular Curriculum (110/110 cum Laude), November 
2006 
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Classical High School Diploma (97/100), July 2000 
 
Achievements and awards 
§ Supported and coordinated the production of EMBL’s five-year strategic plan, the EMBL 


Programme 2017–2021 
§ Collected information, developed content and coordinated production of the EMBL Annual 


Report 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 
§ Authored/co-authored research and review papers in the field of pancreatic beta-cell biology, 


published in high-profile international scientific journals  
§ Awarded MeDDriveStart Grant from the Medical Faculty of the TU Dresden with biennial 


research budget (2013-2014) 
§ Awarded DIGS-BB Fellowship and individual research budget from the Dresden international 


Graduate School for Biomedicine and Bioengineering (November 2007 – November 2011) 
§ Awarded “Erasmus – European Community Programme” Scholarship. Attended the 


“Universidad de Alcalá” School of Biological Sciences (Alcalá de Henares, Spain) (September 
2003 – July 2004) 


 
 
Languages 
Italian, English, Spanish and German 
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Vannini Alessandro, Ph.D. 


Tel:+44-(0)20-7153-5557 


Fax: +44-(0)20-7153-5457 


Email: Alessandro.Vannini@icr.ac.uk 


Twitter: @VanniniLab 


Web: www.icr.ac.uk/alessandrovannini 


 
Personal Data 


• Nationality: Italian and British (dual) 


• Birth: August 20,1975. London, UK 


 


Current Post 


2019 (October) - present:  Professor of Integrative Structural Biology at The 
Institute of Cancer Research (ICR), University of London, UK  


2019 (September) - present: Director, Structural Biology Research Centre, 
Human technopole Foundation, Milan, Italy  


 


Past Posts 


2017 - 2019:  Reader of Integrative Structural Biology at the University of London 
and Deputy Head, Division of Structural Biology, The Institute of Cancer 
Research (ICR), London, UK 


2012 - 2017:  Career Development Fellow (Tenure-Track Group Leader), Division 
of Structural Biology, The Institute of Cancer Research (ICR), London, UK  


2006 - 2012: Post-doctoral fellow, Prof. Patrick Cramer’s Lab, Gene Center LMU, 
Munich, Germany  


2001 - 2006: Ph.D. fellow, IRBM (Merck Research Lab), Pomezia, Italy  


 


Education 


2006 - “Tor Vergata” University of Rome, Faculty of Medicine, Italy — Ph.D. in 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 


2000 - “Terza Università” University of Rome, Italy — Master Degree in Biological 
Sciences, summa cum laude  


 


 


Awards 


• SFRR Europe Leopold Flohe Award (2020) 
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• Wellcome Trust Investigator (2016) 


• CR-UK Programme Foundation Award (2016) 


• EMBO Young Investigator (2016) 


• New Investigator Award BBSRC (2013) 


• Römer-Prize of the LMU, category Research-associate (2010) 


• Marie Curie Intra-European fellowship (2007) 


• EMBO long-term fellowship (2006) 
 
 


 


Teaching Experience: 


2002-2005 IRBM (Merck Research Lab), Pomezia, Italy — “X-Ray 
Crystallography as a Tool to Aid Pharmaceutical Research”.  
2006-2011 Gene Center LMU, Munich, Germany — Instructor at the “Structural 
Biology Practical Course”   
2011 Gene Center LMU, Munich, Germany — Tutor of the “Strukturbiologie II” 
course 
2018-present University College London, UK – “Integrated Structural Biology of 
Transcription”. Lectures as part of the “Mechanisms of Molecular Machines” 
course 
 
Grants 


• MRC Project Grant: “Molecular basis of tRNA splicing by the TSEN 
complex in health and disease” - £435,000 - 01/2020-01/2023 (PI) 


• Wellcome Trust Cryo-Electron Microscopy Equipment: “A London 
consortium to establish a high resolution cryo-electron microscopy facility 
for research and training” - £3,000,000 -05/2017-04/2022 (Co-PI) 


• Cancer Research-UK Programme Foundation Award: “Understanding 
Brf2-dependent Transcription in Cancer: Structures Mechanisms and 
Potential for Intervention” - £1,460,000 - 07/2016-06/2022 (PI) 


• Wellcome Trust Investigator Award: “Architectural Role of RNA 
Polymerase III Promoters and Associated Factors in Shaping and 
Organising the Human Genome” – £1,505,199 - 06/2016-12/2021 (PI) 


• BBSRC New Investigator Award: “Yeast RNA polymerase III pre-initiation 
complex” -£700,000 - 08/2013-02/2018 


• EU-Marie Curie Mobility Fellowship: “Human Rpc5” - €183,500 - 05/2015-
03/2017 


 


Editorial Boards 


The Biochemical Journal (since 2015) 
 
Conference contributions 


• “45th FEBS Meeting” - Ljuibljana, Slovenia – July 2020 (invited speaker) 
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• “FEBS/EMBO Lecture Course on Chromatin Proteomics” –  Crete, 
Greece - September 2019 (invited speaker) 


• "11th Bordeaux RNA Club Symposium” –  IECB, Bordeaux – June 2019 
(invited speaker) 


• “Structural and molecular biology of the DNA damage response” – 
CNIO, Madrid – May 2019 (invited speaker) 


• “The Complex life of RNA” –  EMBL, Heidelberg – October 2018 


• “Official opening of eBIC cryo-EM facility at Diamond Light source” - 
Oxford, UK - September 2018 (invited speaker) 


• “31st European Crystallographic Meeting (ECM31)” – Oviedo, Spain – 
August 2018 (invited speaker) 


• "International Conference on Transcription by RNA Polymerases I, III, 
IV, and V: OddPols 2018" Toulouse, France – June 2018 (invited 
speaker) 


• AIC International Crystallographic School 2017 "Bridging the gap 
between cryo-EM and crystallography" Pavia, Italy – September 2017 
(invited speaker) 


• EMBO Workshop “Thiol Oxidation in Toxicity and Signalling” Sant 
Feliu de Guixols, Spain – September 2017 (invited speaker) 


• “Integrative structural biology - 50th Course of the International 
School of Crystallography” Erice, Italy – June 2017 (invited speaker) 


• Plenary lecture “Inauguration of the Römer-Forum of LMU, Ludwig-
Maximilan University” Munich, Germany – December 2016 


• “SKMB Gene Regulation Workshop 2016” Lausanne, Switzerland – 
September 2016 (invited speaker) 


• “80th Harden Conference:  Machines on Genes IV” Macclesfield, UK – 
August 2016 (invited speaker) 


• "International Conference on Transcription by RNA Polymerases I, III, 
IV, and V: OddPols 2016" Ann Arbor, USA - June 2016 (invited speaker) 


• “Integrated Analysis of Macromolecular Complexes and Hybrid 
Methods in Genome Biology – Winter School” Ringberg, Germany – 
December 2015 (invited speaker)  


• "Total Transcription 2014" Hinxton, UK - September 2014 (invited 
speaker) 


• "International Conference on Transcription by RNA Polymerases I, III, 
IV, and V: OddPols 2014" Ann Arbor, USA - June 2014 (invited speaker) 


• "From Genome to Proteome" Cambridge, UK - December 2012 (invited 
speaker) 


 


List of Publications 
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1) Ferrari, R., de Llobet Cucalon, L. I., Di Vona, C., Le Dilly, F., Vidal, E., 
Lioutas, A., … Beato, M. (2019). TFIIIC Binding to Alu Elements Controls 
Gene Expression via Chromatin Looping and Histone Acetylation. 
Molecular Cell, S1097-2765(19)30798-1. Advance online publication. 
doi:10.1016/j.molcel.2019.10.020 


2) Muwen K., Cutts E., Pan D., Beuron F.,  Kaliyappan T.,  Xue C.,  Morris 
E.,  Musacchio A.,  Vannini A.,  Greene E.C (2019). Human condensin I 
and II drive extensive ATP–dependent compaction of nucleosome–
bound DNA doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/683540 


3) Cutts E. and Vannini A. “Troubleshooting biGBac: a practical guide” 
(2018). Protocols.io  dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.q3ydypw 


4) Dergai, O., Cousin, P., Gouge, J., … Vannini A. and Hernandez N. 
“Mechanism of selective recruitment of RNA polymerases II and III to 
snRNA gene promoters. (2018) Genes & Development, 32(9-10), 711–
722.  


5) Abascal-Palacios G., Ramsay E.P., Beuron F., Morris E and Vannini A. 
“Structural basis of RNA Polymerase III transcription initiation” (2018). 
Nature, (553), 301-306. 


6) Ramsay E.P and Vannini A. “Structural rearrangements of the RNA 
polymerase III machinery during tRNA transcription initiation” (2017). 
Biochimica et Biophysica Acta. DOI: 10.1016/j.bbagrm.2017.11.005. 
[Epub ahead of print] 


7) Jochem, L., Ramsay, E. P., and Vannini, A. “RNA polymerase I, bending 
the rules?” (2017) EMBO J. (36), 2664-2666. 


8) Gouge J., Guthertz N., Dergai O., Kramm K., Abascal-Palacios G., Satia 
K., Cousin P., Hernandez N., Grohmann D. and Vannini A. “Molecular 
mechanisms of Bdp1 in TFIIIB assembly and RNA Polymerase III 
transcription initiation” (2017). Nature Communications, (8), 130. 


9) Gouge J. and Vannini A. “New tricks for an old dog: Brf2-dependent RNA 
Polymerase III transcription in oxidative stress and cancer” (2017). 
Transcription, DOI: 10.1080/21541264.2017.1335269 


10) Gouge J., Satia K., Guthertz N., Widya M., Thompson A., Cousin P., 
Dergai O., Hernandez N. and Vannini A. "Redox signaling by the RNA 
Polymerase III TFIIB-related factor Brf2" (2015). Cell (163), 1375–1387.  


11) Vannini A. “A Structural Perspective on RNA Polymerase I and RNA 
Polymerase III Transcription Machineries” (2013) Biochimica et 
Biophysica Acta. (3-4) 258-264. 


12) Vannini A. and Cramer P. "Conservation between the RNA polymerase I, 
II, and III transcription initiation machineries" (2012) Mol. Cell. (45) 439-
446. 


13) Vannini A.*, Ringel R.*, Kusser A.G.*, Berninghausen O., Kassavetis, G.A 
and Cramer P. “Molecular basis of RNA polymerase III transcription 
repression by Maf1” (2010) Cell. (143) 59-70.  *equal contribution 


14) Beck K.*, Vannini A.*, Cramer P. and Lipps G. “The archaeo-eukaryotic 
primase of plasmid pRN1 requires a helix bundle domain for faithful primer 
synthesis” (2010) Nucleic Acids Res. (19), 6707–6718. *equal 
contribution. 


15) Mohammed S., Lorenzen K., Kerkhoven R., van Brukelen B., Vannini A., 
Cramer P. and Heck A.J. “Multiplexed proteomics mapping of yeast RNA 
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polymerase II and III allows near-complete sequence coverage and 
reveals several novel phosphorylation sites. (2008)  Anal. Chem. (10) 
3584-92. 


16) Cramer P., …. and Vannini A. “Structure of eukaryotic RNA polymerases”. 
(2008) Annu. Rev. Biophys. (37) 337-52. 


17) Lorenzen K., Vannini A., Cramer P. and Heck A.J. “Structural biology of 
RNA polymerase III: mass spectrometry elucidates subcomplex 
architecture”. (2007) Structure. (10) 1237-45. 


18) Vannini A., Volpari C., Gallinari P., Jones P., Mattu M., De Francesco R., 
Steinkuhler C. and Di Marco S. "Substrate binding to histone deacetylases 
as shown by the crystal structure of the HDAC8-substrate complex". 
(2007) EMBO Rep.  (9) 879-84. 


19) Vannini A., Volpari C., Filocamo G., Caroli Casavola E., Brunetti M., 
Renzoni D., Chakravarty P., Paolini C., De Francesco R., Gallinari P., 
Steinckuhler C and Di Marco S. ("Crystal structure of a eukaryotic Zn-
dependent histone deacetylase, human HDAC8, complexed with a 
hydroxamic acid inhibitor". 2004) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A.  (101) 
15064-9. 


20) Vannini A., Volpari C. and Di Marco S. "Crystal structure of the quorum-
sensing protein TraM and its interaction with the transcriptional regulator 
TraR". (2004) J. Biol. Chem. (23) 24291-6. 


21) Vannini A., Volpari C. and Di Marco S. "Crystallization and preliminary X-
ray diffraction studies of the quorum-sensing regulator TraM from 
Agrobacterium tumefaciens" (2004) Acta Cryst. (D60) 146-148. 


22) Nardella C., Lahm A., Pallaoro M., Brunetti M., Vannini A. and Steinkuhler 
C. "Mechanism of activation of human heparanase investigated by protein 
engineering". (2004) Biochemistry. (7) 1862-73. 


23) Vannini A., Volpari C., Gargioli C., Muraglia E., Cortese R., De Francesco 
R., Nedderman P. and Di Marco S. "The crystal structure of the quorum 
sensing protein TraR bound to its autoinducer and target DNA". (2002) 
EMBO J. (21) 4393-4401. 


24) Vannini A., Volpari C., Gargioli C., Muraglia E., De Francesco R., 
Nedderman P. and Di Marco S. "Crystallization and preliminary X-ray 
diffraction studies of the transcriptional regulator TraR bound to its cofactor 
and to a specific DNA sequence". (2002) Acta Cryst. (D58) 1362-1364.  


25) Orsatti L., Bonelli F., Volpari C., Vannini A., Neddermann P. and Di Marco 
S. "Determination of the Stoichiometry of Non-Covalent Complexes using 
Reverse Phase High Performance Liquid Chromatography Coupled with 
Electrospray Ion Trap Mass Spectrometry". (2002) Anal. Biochem. (309) 
11-18. 


26) Baroni S., Mattu M., Vannini A., Fasano M. and Ascenzi P. "Effect of 
ibuprofen and warfarin on the allosteric properties of human serum 
albumin: an EPR study." (2001) Eur. J. Biochem. (23) 6214-20. 


27) Fasano M., Baroni S., Vannini A., Ascenzi P. and Aime S. "Relaxometric 
characterization of human hemalbumin." (2001) J. Biol. Inorg. Chem. (6) 
650-658. 


28) Vannini A., Mattu M., Coletta M., Fasano M., and Ascenzi P. "Effect of 
bezafibrate and clofibrate on the heme-iron geometry of ferrous 
nitrosylated heme-human serum albumin: an EPR study." (2001) J. Inorg. 
Biochem. (84) 293-296. 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 
July 2020 
 
Daniele Zacchetti 
Born in Udine / Italia, 9 November 1964 
Italian 
Married, four children 
Work address: 
Dibit - Istituto Scientifico Ospedale San Raffaele 
via Olgettina 58, 20132 Milano - Italia 
tel. +39-2-2643.4817/5363 
e-mail: zacchetti.daniele@hsr.it, danzac64@gmail.com 
 
EDUCATION: 
- Maturita' Classica, Liceo Classico "G. Parini", Milano, Italy. July 1983 
- Degree in Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Technology, 110/110 with honors, University of Milano, Italy. 12 July 1989. 
- PhD in Cellular and Molecular Biology, University of Milano, Italy. 14 September 1993 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
March 1987 - July 1989 
Undergraduate student, Cellular Pharmacology Laboratory (prof. Jacopo Meldolesi), Scientific Institute San Raffaele 
Hospital and Department of Pharmacology, School of Medicine, University of Milano, Italy. 
August 1989 - November 1991 
PhD student, Department of Pharmacology and Scientific Institute San Raffaele Hospital, University of Milano, Italy. 
December 1991 - December 1994 
Junior Researcher, Dibit - Scientific Institute San Raffaele Hospital, Italy. 
(March 1992 - March 1993 Military leave) 
January 1995 - September 1997 
PostDoctoral fellow, Kai Simons Laboratory, Cell Biology Programme, European Molecular Biology Laboratory 
(EMBL), Heidelberg, Germany [EMBO fellow, “Marie Curie” Fellow] 
October 1997 - present 
Researcher (since 2002 Senior Researcher and Principal Investigator), Dibit - Scientific Institute San Raffaele Hospital, 
Italy. 
 
TEACHING ACTIVITY 
- Adjunct Professor in Pharmacology, San Raffaele University (a.y. from 1999-2000 to 2001-2002). 
- Adjunct Professor in Biotechnology, San Raffaele University (a.y. from 2003-2004 to 2010-2011); Master’s degree in 
biotechnology, coordinator of the integrated course in "Expression and purification of eukaryotic proteins". 
- Adjunct Professor in Pharmacology, San Raffaele University (a.y. since 2010-2011); School of Medicine, coordinator 
of integrated courses of general pharmacology 
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT (last 5 years) 
Ivascomar project; Cluster Tecnologico Nazionale Scienze della Vita “Alisei” - MIUR 
Budget of the project: 9 MEuro 
Partenariat: Dompe’, Sentinel, Primm, C4T, UniMiB, UniSR, FCSR 
Roles: Coordinator of the proposal; Coordinator and responsible for the budget of the whole project towards MIUR; 
Coordinator and responsible for the FCSR budget (total of ~1 MEuro, specifically allocated to DZ as PI: ~400,000 
Euro) 
Start and end date: 2013-07-01 – 2017-12-31 
NeOn project; Call “Accordi” of Regione Lombardia 
Budget of the project: 7 MEuro 
Partenariat: Dompe’, UniSR, UniMi, IN-CNR, PoliMi, NeuroZone, Proxentia, IEO, IIT 
Roles: Co-Coordinator of the call application (together with the Grant Office of Dompe’ Farmaceutici); Co-Coordinator 
and responsible (together with prof. Banfi) for UniSR funds 
Start and end date: 2017-07-01 – 2020-12-31 
 
RESEARCH TOPICS 
Mechanisms of protein translation in neurons: relevance in Alzheimer’s disease and synaptopathies 
Molecular mechanisms of glia activation in neuroinflammatory and neurodegenerative diseases 
 
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
2016-present. Scientific and Operative Directorate. Responsible for the Service Center for Research (“Centro Servizi 
Tecnico-Operativi della Ricerca”). Focal point for research-related issues on instrumentations, informatics, building 
maintenance, logistics, safety. 







2016-present. Institutional representative for San Raffaele in the Life Science Cluster of Lombardy (Research and 
Innovation) 
2015-present. Person in charge for chemical safety in the San Raffaele Research Area 
2004-present. Teacher (Chemical safety) in the Introductory Course for new fellows of the Research Area (about 5 
editions/year) 
1999-present. Creator and admin of the Intranet of the Research Area 
2010-15. Board (vice-coordinator) of the PhD program in Neuroscience 
PhD selection committee at UniSR (several times) 
Reviewer for the grants issued by the Alzheimer’s Association USA 
Reviewer for several peer-reviewed international journals 
Committee for the evaluation of the calls opened by a national foundation (2017) 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Scopus Author ID: 7003648910 Publications: 47 (Scopus-SciVal) 
H-index: 23 (Scopus-SciVal); 26 (GoogleScholar) 
Total citations: 1748 (Scopus-SciVal); 2233 (GoogleScholar) 
- Bettegazzi B, Pelizzoni I, Salerno Scarzella F, Restelli LM, Zacchetti D, Maltecca F, Casari G, Grohovaz F, Codazzi 
F. Upregulation of Peroxiredoxin 3 Protects Afg3l2-KO Cortical Neurons In Vitro from Oxidative Stress: A Paradigm 
for Neuronal Cell Survival under Neurodegenerative Conditions. Oxid Med Cell Longev. 2019 Oct 31;2019:4721950 
- Ragni E, Perucca Orfei C, De Luca P, Lugano G, Viganò M, Colombini A, Valli F, Zacchetti D, Bollati V, de 
Girolamo L. Interaction with hyaluronan matrix and miRNA cargo as contributors for in vitro potential of mesenchymal 
stem cell-derived extracellular vesicles in a model of human osteoarthritic synoviocytes. Stem Cell Res Ther. 2019 Mar 
29;10(1):109 
- Bettegazzi B, Bellani S, Roncon P, Guarnieri FC, Bertero A, Codazzi F, Valtorta F, Simonato M, Grohovaz F, 
Zacchetti D. eIF4B phosphorylation at Ser504 links synaptic activity with protein translation in physiology and 
pathology. Scientific Reports (2017) 7, 10563 
- Codazzi F, Pelizzoni I, Zacchetti D, Grohovaz F. Iron entry in neurons and astrocytes: a link with synaptic activity. 
Front Mol Neurosci. 2015 Jun 3;8:18. 
- Lazzaro M, Bettegazzi B, Barbariga M, Codazzi F, Zacchetti D, Alessio M (2014) Ceruloplasmin potentiates nitric 
oxide synthase activity and cytokines secretion in activated microglia. Journal of Neuroinflammation, 11:164 
- Sardi C, Zambusi L, Finardi A, Ruffini F, Tolun AA, Dickerson IM, Righi M, Zacchetti D, Grohovaz F, Provini L, 
Furlan R, and Morara S. (2014) Involvement of Calcitonin Gene-Related Peptide and Receptor Component Protein in 
experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis. J Neuroimmunol. 2014 Jun 15;271(1-2):18-29. 
- Cesani M, Cavalca E, Macco R, Leoncini G, Terreni MR, Lorioli L, Furlan R, Comi G, Doglioni C, Zacchetti D, 
Sessa M, Scherzer CR, Biffi A. (2014) Metallothioneins as dynamic markers for brain disease in lysosomal disorders. 
Ann Neurol. 2014 Jan;75(1):127-37 
- Macco R, Pelizzoni I, Consonni A, Vitali I, Giacalone G, Martinelli Boneschi F, Codazzi F, Grohovaz F, and 
Zacchetti D (2013) Astrocytes acquire resistance to iron-dependent oxidative stress upon proinflammatory activation. J. 
Neuroinflamm., 10:130 
- Pelizzoni I, Zacchetti D, Campanella A, Grohovaz F, and Codazzi F (2013) Iron uptake in quiescent and 
inflammation-activated astrocytes: a potentially neuroprotective control of iron burden. Biochim Biophys Acta - 
Molecular Basis of Disease 1832:1326-33 
- Pelizzoni I, Zacchetti D, Smith CP, Grohovaz F, and Codazzi F (2012) Expression of divalent metal transporter 1 in 
primary hippocampal neurons: reconsidering its role in non-transferrin-bound iron influx. J. Neurochem., 120: 269-278 
- Consonni A, Morara S, Codazzi F, Grohovaz F, and Zacchetti D (2011) Inhibition of Lipopolysaccharide-induced 
Microglia Activation by Calcitonin Gene Related Peptide and Adrenomedullin. Mol Cell Neurosci. 48, 151-160 
- Bettegazzi B, Mihailovich M, Di Cesare A, Consonni A, Macco R, Pelizzoni I, Codazzi F, Grohovaz F, and Zacchetti 
D (2011) β-secretase Activity in Rat Astrocytes: Translational Block of BACE1 and Modulation of BACE2 Expression. 
Eur J Neurosci. 33, 236–243 
- Pelizzoni I, Macco R, Morini M, Zacchetti D, Grohovaz F, and Codazzi F (2011) Iron handling in hippocampal 
neurons: activity-dependent iron entry and mitochondria-mediated neurotoxicity. Aging Cell. 10, 172–183 
- D’Antoni S, Zambusi L, Codazzi F, Zacchetti D, Grohovaz F, Provini L, Catania MV, Morara S (2010) Calcitonin 
Gene-Related Peptide (CGRP) stimulates Purkinje cell dendrite growth in culture. Neurochem Res. 2010 
Dec;35(12):2135-43. 
- Pelizzoni I, Macco R, Zacchetti D, Grohovaz F, Codazzi F (2008) Iron and calcium in the central nervous system: a 
close relationship in health and sickness. Biochem Soc Trans. 2008 Dec;36(Pt 6):1309-12. 
- Chiulli N, Codazzi F, Di Cesare A, Gravaghi C, Zacchetti D*, Grohovaz F* [*corresponding authors] 
Sphingosylphosphocholine effects on cultured astrocytes reveal mechanisms potentially involved in neurotoxicity in 
Niemann-Pick type A disease. Eur. J. Neurosci., 26:875–881 (2007) 
- Mihailovich M, Thermann R, Grohovaz F, Hentze MW, Zacchetti D. Complex translational regulation of BACE1 
involves upstream uAUGs and stimulatory elements within the 5' untranslated region. Nucl. Acids Res. 35:2975-2985. 
(2007) 
- Zacchetti D, Chieregatti E, Bettegazzi B, Mihailovich M, Sousa VL, Grohovaz F, Meldolesi J. BACE1 expression 
and activity: relevance in Alzheimer’s disease. Neurodegenerative Dis. 4:117-126 (2007) 







- Di Cesare A, Del Piccolo P, Zacchetti D*, and Grohovaz F* [*corresponding authors] EP2 receptor stimulation 
promotes calcium responses in astrocytes via activation of the adenylyl cyclase pathway. Cell. Mol. Life Scie. 63: 2546-
2553 (2006) 
- Codazzi F, Di Cesare A, Chiulli N, Albanese A, Meyer T, Zacchetti D, and Grohovaz F. Synergistic control of 
Protein Kinase Cgamma activity by ionotropic and metabotropic glutamate receptor inputs in hippocampal neurons. J. 
Neurosci., 26: 3404-3411 (2006) 
- De Pietri Tonelli D., Mihailovich M., Di Cesare A., Codazzi F., Grohovaz F., and Zacchetti D. Translational 
regulation of BACE-1 expression in neuronal and non-neuronal cells. Nucl. Acids Res. 32: 1808-1817 (2004) 
- De Pietri Tonelli D., Mihailovich M., Schnurbus R., Pesole G., Grohovaz F., and Zacchetti D. Translational control of 
Scamper expression via a cell-specific internal ribosome entry site. Nucl. acids Res. 31: 2508-2513 (2003) 
- Ehehalt R, Michel B, De Pietri Tonelli D, Zacchetti D, Simons K, and Keller P. Splice variants of the beta-site APP-
cleaving enzyme BACE1 in human brain and pancreas. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Comm. 293: 30-37 (2002) 
- Schnurbus R., De Pietri Tonelli D., Grohovaz F., and Zacchetti D. Re-evaluation of primary structure, topology and 
localisation of Scamper, a putative intracellular Ca2+ channel activated by sphingosylphosphocholine. Biochem. J. 362: 
183-189 (2002) 
- Benting J., Lecat S., Zacchetti D., and Simons K. Protein expression in Drosophila Schneider cells. Anal. Biochem. 
278: 59-68 (2000) 
- Cheong K.H., Zacchetti D., Schneeberger E.E., and Simons K. VIP17/MAL, a lipid raft-associated protein, is 
involved in apical transport in MDCK cells. Proc.Natl. Acad. Sci.USA. 96: 6241-6248 (1999) 
- Bertuzzi F., Zacchetti D., Berra C., Socci C., Pozza G., Pontiroli A.E., and Grohovaz F. Intercellular Ca2+ waves 
sustain coordinate insulin secretion in pig islets of Langerhans. FEBS Lett. 379: 21-25 (1996) 
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