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Vannini Alessandro, Ph.D. 

Tel:+44-(0)20-7153-5557 

Fax: +44-(0)20-7153-5457 

Email: Alessandro.Vannini@icr.ac.uk 

Twitter: @VanniniLab 

Web: www.icr.ac.uk/alessandrovannini 

 
Personal Data 

• Nationality: Italian and British (dual) 

• Birth: August 20,1975. London, UK 

 

Current Post 

2019 (October) - present:  Professor of Integrative Structural Biology at The 
Institute of Cancer Research (ICR), University of London, UK  

2019 (September) - present: Director, Structural Biology Research Centre, 
Human technopole Foundation, Milan, Italy  

 

Past Posts 

2017 - 2019:  Reader of Integrative Structural Biology at the University of London 
and Deputy Head, Division of Structural Biology, The Institute of Cancer 
Research (ICR), London, UK 

2012 - 2017:  Career Development Fellow (Tenure-Track Group Leader), Division 
of Structural Biology, The Institute of Cancer Research (ICR), London, UK  

2006 - 2012: Post-doctoral fellow, Prof. Patrick Cramer’s Lab, Gene Center LMU, 
Munich, Germany  

2001 - 2006: Ph.D. fellow, IRBM (Merck Research Lab), Pomezia, Italy  

 

Education 

2006 - “Tor Vergata” University of Rome, Faculty of Medicine, Italy — Ph.D. in 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

2000 - “Terza Università” University of Rome, Italy — Master Degree in Biological 
Sciences, summa cum laude  

 

 

Awards 

• SFRR Europe Leopold Flohe Award (2020) 
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• Wellcome Trust Investigator (2016) 

• CR-UK Programme Foundation Award (2016) 

• EMBO Young Investigator (2016) 

• New Investigator Award BBSRC (2013) 

• Römer-Prize of the LMU, category Research-associate (2010) 

• Marie Curie Intra-European fellowship (2007) 

• EMBO long-term fellowship (2006) 
 
 

 

Teaching Experience: 

2002-2005 IRBM (Merck Research Lab), Pomezia, Italy — “X-Ray 
Crystallography as a Tool to Aid Pharmaceutical Research”.  
2006-2011 Gene Center LMU, Munich, Germany — Instructor at the “Structural 
Biology Practical Course”   
2011 Gene Center LMU, Munich, Germany — Tutor of the “Strukturbiologie II” 
course 
2018-present University College London, UK – “Integrated Structural Biology of 
Transcription”. Lectures as part of the “Mechanisms of Molecular Machines” 
course 
 
Grants 

• MRC Project Grant: “Molecular basis of tRNA splicing by the TSEN 
complex in health and disease” - £435,000 - 01/2020-01/2023 (PI) 

• Wellcome Trust Cryo-Electron Microscopy Equipment: “A London 
consortium to establish a high resolution cryo-electron microscopy facility 
for research and training” - £3,000,000 -05/2017-04/2022 (Co-PI) 

• Cancer Research-UK Programme Foundation Award: “Understanding 
Brf2-dependent Transcription in Cancer: Structures Mechanisms and 
Potential for Intervention” - £1,460,000 - 07/2016-06/2022 (PI) 

• Wellcome Trust Investigator Award: “Architectural Role of RNA 
Polymerase III Promoters and Associated Factors in Shaping and 
Organising the Human Genome” – £1,505,199 - 06/2016-12/2021 (PI) 

• BBSRC New Investigator Award: “Yeast RNA polymerase III pre-initiation 
complex” -£700,000 - 08/2013-02/2018 

• EU-Marie Curie Mobility Fellowship: “Human Rpc5” - €183,500 - 05/2015-
03/2017 

 

Editorial Boards 

The Biochemical Journal (since 2015) 
 
Conference contributions 

• “45th FEBS Meeting” - Ljuibljana, Slovenia – July 2020 (invited speaker) 
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• “FEBS/EMBO Lecture Course on Chromatin Proteomics” –  Crete, 
Greece - September 2019 (invited speaker) 

• "11th Bordeaux RNA Club Symposium” –  IECB, Bordeaux – June 2019 
(invited speaker) 

• “Structural and molecular biology of the DNA damage response” – 
CNIO, Madrid – May 2019 (invited speaker) 

• “The Complex life of RNA” –  EMBL, Heidelberg – October 2018 

• “Official opening of eBIC cryo-EM facility at Diamond Light source” - 
Oxford, UK - September 2018 (invited speaker) 

• “31st European Crystallographic Meeting (ECM31)” – Oviedo, Spain – 
August 2018 (invited speaker) 

• "International Conference on Transcription by RNA Polymerases I, III, 
IV, and V: OddPols 2018" Toulouse, France – June 2018 (invited 
speaker) 

• AIC International Crystallographic School 2017 "Bridging the gap 
between cryo-EM and crystallography" Pavia, Italy – September 2017 
(invited speaker) 

• EMBO Workshop “Thiol Oxidation in Toxicity and Signalling” Sant 
Feliu de Guixols, Spain – September 2017 (invited speaker) 

• “Integrative structural biology - 50th Course of the International 
School of Crystallography” Erice, Italy – June 2017 (invited speaker) 

• Plenary lecture “Inauguration of the Römer-Forum of LMU, Ludwig-
Maximilan University” Munich, Germany – December 2016 

• “SKMB Gene Regulation Workshop 2016” Lausanne, Switzerland – 
September 2016 (invited speaker) 

• “80th Harden Conference:  Machines on Genes IV” Macclesfield, UK – 
August 2016 (invited speaker) 

• "International Conference on Transcription by RNA Polymerases I, III, 
IV, and V: OddPols 2016" Ann Arbor, USA - June 2016 (invited speaker) 

• “Integrated Analysis of Macromolecular Complexes and Hybrid 
Methods in Genome Biology – Winter School” Ringberg, Germany – 
December 2015 (invited speaker)  

• "Total Transcription 2014" Hinxton, UK - September 2014 (invited 
speaker) 

• "International Conference on Transcription by RNA Polymerases I, III, 
IV, and V: OddPols 2014" Ann Arbor, USA - June 2014 (invited speaker) 

• "From Genome to Proteome" Cambridge, UK - December 2012 (invited 
speaker) 

 

List of Publications 
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