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MANUELA VENTURA 

 

   

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

April 2022 – Present Head of Animal Resources General Service Unit – Human Technopole Foundation, Milan, Italy 

- Establishing, maintaining, and constantly evolving an advanced facility for preclinical and 

advanced molecular imaging research. 

- Definition and development of daily operation policies. 

- Management of operating reports, budgets, and financial forecasts. 

- Management of internal and external resources, and oversight of daily operations. 

May 2019 – Mar 2022 Manager STTARR Innovation Centre, Toronto, Canada 

- Execution and supervision of Preclinical Imaging, Oncology, and Pharmacology research.  

- Management of day-to-day operations, STTARR personnel and facility maintenance. 

- Management of internal resources and external vendors.  

- Management / mitigation of project risk. 

- Preparation of annual operating reports, budgets, and financial forecasts. 

- Facilitate consultation and administrative coordination between investigators and ancillary 

departments, research subjects, sponsoring organizations, and/or regulating bodies. 

- Managing stakeholder expectations through effective communication. 

- Assist in managing weekly status calls and budget reviews. 

- Deliver high quality research datasets while meeting budgetary, timeline and scope 

constraints. 

- Imaging data collection and interpretation. 

- Definition and development of research policies to support the STTARR core facility. 

Jan 2018 – May 2019  Scientific Associate – University Health Network - STTARR Innovation Centre, Toronto, Canada 

- Lead collaborations with multiple industry partners, providing comprehensive support to 

the clients from study conception to completion. 

- Develope scopes of work, tracking budgets and timelines. 

- Design and implementation of experimental workflows and standard operating procedures. 

- Data collection and statistical analysis of experimental results. 

- Generation and tracking of annual and study-specific budgets. 

- Design and presentation of scientific reports at clients, national and international meetings. 

 

Dec 2017 – Present Application Specialist North America – Molecubes NV, Ghent, Belgium 

- Train customers on Molecubes’ preclinical PET, SPECT and CT imaging systems. 

- Provide ongoing technical and scientific support to existing customers. 

- Support sales by providing on-site and remote demonstrations of equipment. 

- Generation of literature reviews, application notes, and marketing material. 

- Report on customer feedback through detailed site visit and training reports. 

 

Jan 2015 – Jan2019 Application Specialist North America – Aspect Imaging, Shoham, Israel 

- Train customers on Aspect’s MRI clinical and preclinical 1T systems. 

- Provide ongoing technical and scientific support to existing customers. 

- Support sales by providing on-site and remote demonstrations of equipment. 
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- Report on customer feedback through detailed site visit and training reports. 

Jan 2014 – Jan 2018  Postdoctoral Fellow –University Health Network, STTARR Innovation Centre, Toronto, Canada 

- Image-guided drug delivery with CT, MRI, Optical and Nuclear Medicine Imaging modalities. 

- PK and efficacy studies. 

- Characterization of companion diagnostics and multi modal contrast agents. 

- Set-up of experimental workflows, study execution, data collection and analysis. 

- Delivery of data packages. 

- Responsible of the logistics, studies progression, and timelines. 

 

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING  

Nov 2009 – Nov 2013  PhD in Medical Science - Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands 

Thesis: Preclinical Imaging in Bone Tissue Engineering. 

- Management of multidisciplinary collaborations and projects as part of the EU consortium 

MultiTERM (Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine). 

- Imaging of bone regeneration and biomaterials bio-integration. 

- Perform surgical procedures and development of bone defect models. 

- Design and development of multimodality contrast agents.  

 

Oct 2007 – Jul 2009  MSc Medical Biotechnology – University of Torino, Italy 

Thesis: Characterization and Biological Activity of Human Mesenchymal Stem Cells -   

Derived Microvesicles.  

- Awarded best thesis in Medical Biotechnology, 2009. 

- Grade: 110/110 cum Laude. 

 

2004 – Oct 2007   BSc Biotechnology – University of Torino, Italy 

Thesis: Regulation of MHC Gene Expression by siRNA with Applications in Transplants. 

- One-year internship at the transplantation immunology unit. 

 

1999 – 2004   Diploma of Qualified Chemist – Istituto Tecnico Industriale L. Casale, Torino, Italy 

- Organic and Inorganic Chemistry, Qualitative and Quantitative Laboratory Analysis. 

 

 

RELEVANT COURSEWORK & TRAINING 

PMP Certification – Ongoing 

Scientific Selling Online Course – Completed in September 2016. Udemy.com 

2 years R&D and Project Management Training Program, 2014-2016 - Mitacs Elevate – 

University Health Network, Toronto, ON, Canada. 

 

LANGUAGES 

- Italian (Native), English (Fluent) 
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